Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 MADRID 06841 021716Z 
43 

ACTION 10-10 

INFO OCT-01 AF-06 EUR-12 NEA-10 ISO-OO IOE-OO SSO-OO 

NSCE-00 USIE-00 INRE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 

INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

SAM-01 /080W 

096808 

O R 021651ZOCT 75 
FM AMEMBASSY MADRID 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3151 
USMISSION USUN IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 

CONFIDENTIAL MADRID 6841 
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TAGS: PFOR.SS, SP, MO, UN 

SUB J : SPANISH SAHARA: UN FOURTH COMMITTEE MEETING 
REF: A. USUN 4668; B. RABAT 4729 

1. MFA HAS INFORMED EMBASSY THAT GOS WILL ACTIVELY SUPPORT 
F POLISARIO'S PETITION TO BE HEARD IN FOURTH COMMITTEE ON 
GROUNDS THAT IT IS CONSISTENTWITH UN'S SUPPORT OF SELF- 
DETERMINATION FOR F POLISARIO TO BE HEARD IN THE COMMITTEE 
REPSONSIBLE FOR DECOLONIZATION. GOS BELIEVES THAT OTHER 
COUNTRIES WHICH SUPPORT SELF-DETERMINATION AS A PRINCIPLE, 
PARTICULARLY IN AFRICA, WILL SUPPORT F POLISARIO'S PETITION. 

2. EMBASSY NOTES THAT SPECIAL INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE OF 
THREE (IRAN, CUBA AND IVORY COAST) WHICH VISITED SAHARA. 
ADJACENT COUNTRIES AND SPAIN LAST SPRING TALKED WITH 

F POLISARIO REPS IN ALGERIA AND HAD AMPLE OPPORTUNITY TO 
WITNESS F POLISARIO ACTIVITIES DURING SAHARA VISIT. IT 
MIGHT APPEAR INCONSISTENT FOR FOURTH COMMITTEE TO REFUSE 
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A HEARING TO GROUP WHICH HAS BEEN ACCORDED HEARING BY OTHER 
UN GROUP. 

3. AS LAST YEAR, A UN VOTE FACES US WITH THE DILEMMA OF 
CHOOSING BETWEEN MOROCCO ON THE ONE HAND AND SPAIN AND 
ALGERIA ON THE OTHER AT A MOMENT OF SOME TENSION OVER THE 
SAHARA. AS RABAT POINTS OUT, A "YES" IS A VOTE AGAINST 
MOROCCO. A NO OR AN ABSTENTION IS LIKELY TO BE 
PERCEIVED AS SIDING AGAINST SPAIN AND ALGERIA. COULD ONE 
WAY OF AVOIDING A CHOICE BETWEEN DISAGREEABLE ALTERNATIVES 
BE TO SUPPORT A HEARING FOR BOTH THE F POLISARIO AND THE 
MOROCCAN-SPONSORED FLUX? 
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